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Abstract. This article examines the linguistic-cultural and pragmalinguistic representation of the 

concept agreement in Charlotte Brontë‟s Jane Eyre. Using a corpus-based qualitative method, the 

research explores how agreement functions as a culturally embedded communicative act shaped by 

Victorian moral values, social hierarchy, gender norms, and religious ideology. Findings reveal four 

major semantic domains—moral responsibility, social hierarchy, female agency, and religious 

obedience—and five pragmatic strategies: directive softening, face-saving, moral positioning, power 

negotiation, and boundary management. Agreement in the novel appears not as a simple act of 

acceptance but as a complex negotiation between personal autonomy and societal expectations. This 

study contributes to literary pragmatics and cultural linguistics by offering a systematic analysis of how 

interpersonal alignment is linguistically constructed in Victorian fiction. 

Keywords: agreement, pragmatics, Jane Eyre, Victorian culture, linguistic-cultural analysis, 

interpersonal alignment. 

 

Аннотация. Статья посвящена лингвокультурной и прагмалингвистической репрезентации 

концепта agreement («согласие») в романе Шарлотты Бронте Jane Eyre. На основе корпусного 

качественного анализа выявлены культурно-семантические домены и прагматические 

стратегии, формирующие согласие в викторианском обществе. Результаты показывают, что 

согласие в романе представляет собой культурно обусловленный, стратегически выстраиваемый 

речевой акт, отражающий моральные нормы, социальную иерархию, гендерные ожидания и 

религиозные представления эпохи. Исследование расширяет подходы литературной прагматики 

и культурной лингвистики, описывая механизмы межличностного согласования в 

художественном дискурсе. 

Ключевые слова: согласие, прагматика, Джейн Эйр, викторианская культура, 

лингвокультурный анализ. 

 

Annotatsiya. Maqolada Charlotte Brontëning Jane Eyre asarida agreement (“kelishuv”, 

“ma‟qullash”) konseptining lingvokultural va pragmalingvistik jihatdan qanday ifodalangani 

o„rganiladi. Tahlil natijasida kelishuvning Viktoriya davri madaniyatidagi axloqiy mas‟uliyat, ijtimoiy 

ierarxiya, ayol agentligi va diniy burch kabi domenlar bilan uzviy bog„liqligi aniqlanadi. Asarda kelishuv 

oddiy “rozi bo„lish” emas, balki ijtimoiy talablar va shaxsiy axloqiy pozitsiya o„rtasidagi murakkab 

muzokara jarayoni sifatida namoyon bo„ladi. Tadqiqot adabiy pragmatika va madaniy lingvistika 

sohalariga nazariy va amaliy hissa qo„shadi. 

Kalit so‘zlar: kelishuv, pragmatika, Jane Eyre, Viktoriya davri, lingvokultural tahlil. 

 

Introduction. The concept of ―consent‖ occupies a central position in the study of 

human interactions, encompassing ethical, social, and linguistic dimensions. In literary 

works, consent is not merely an abstract moral notion but is concretely manifested through 

characters’ actions, decisions, and dialogue. Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre (1847) presents 

a rich context for analyzing the interplay between personal agency, social norms, and 

cultural expectations in Victorian England. The protagonist, Jane Eyre, navigates a society 

structured by rigid gender hierarchies, religious obligations, and moral prescriptions, 
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making her acts of consent not only a matter of personal choice but also a reflection of 

broader social and cultural forces. While previous scholarship has extensively explored the 

feminist, psychological, and thematic aspects of the novel, there is a significant gap in the 

linguistic and pragmalinguistic analysis of the concept of consent within the text. 

Victorian England was characterized by strict social codes governing gender 

behavior, morality, and interpersonal relationships. Consent, particularly in the context of 

marital and social interactions, was regulated by both formal and informal societal 

expectations. Women’s autonomy was often circumscribed by social and religious norms, 

and literary texts of the period frequently reflect the tension between individual agency 

and societal pressure. In Jane Eyre, Brontë portrays the protagonist’s journey toward self-

determination and moral integrity through her interactions with various authority figures, 

including Mr. Rochester, her guardians, and societal institutions. The moments in which 

Jane asserts her consent—whether by accepting, refusing, or negotiating actions and 

proposals—serve as critical indicators of her agency, ethical positioning, and resistance to 

oppressive norms. 

Despite the growing body of research in cultural linguistics and pragmatics, few 

studies have systematically investigated the expression of consent in literary texts, 

particularly in the works of Charlotte Brontë. Most existing research focuses on broader 

thematic or feminist readings, leaving the nuanced linguistic and pragmalinguistic 

dimensions underexplored. This study seeks to fill that gap by providing a rigorous 

analysis of the concept of consent as it appears in Jane Eyre, combining insights from 

cultural linguistics, pragmatics, and feminist literary studies. Specifically, the study 

examines how consent functions as a reflection of Victorian social norms, as a mechanism 

for negotiating interpersonal power, and as a marker of Jane’s moral and ethical 

development. 

The main aim of this research is to explore the concept of consent in Jane Eyre from 

both lingvocultural and pragmalinguistic perspectives. 

By doing so, the study addresses three primary research questions: (1) What 

lingvocultural semantic domains are associated with the concept of consent in the text? (2) 

How does the expression of consent in character interactions reflect pragmalinguistic 

strategies, including politeness, face-saving, and power negotiation? (3) In what ways does 

the concept of consent reveal the interplay between individual agency and Victorian social 

and cultural norms? 

This research is significant for several reasons. First, it contributes to the field of 

literary pragmatics by demonstrating how linguistic analysis can deepen our understanding 

of character behavior, narrative strategy, and cultural context. Second, it enriches studies 

in cultural linguistics by providing a detailed account of how consent operates as a cultural 

and moral construct in a canonical Victorian novel. Third, it offers a model for integrating 
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feminist literary analysis with linguistic and pragmatic approaches, highlighting the ways 

in which literary texts can illuminate broader social and cultural processes. 

In summary, the study provides a novel examination of the concept of consent in Jane 

Eyre, emphasizing the intersection of language, culture, and pragmatics. By systematically 

analyzing the text, the research illuminates how Jane’s expressions of consent function as 

a site of negotiation between individual agency and societal constraints, offering valuable 

insights for scholars of linguistics, literature, and cultural studies. 

Literature Review. The concept of consent has been the subject of extensive 

research across multiple disciplines, including linguistics, pragmatics, cultural studies, and 

feminist literary analysis. Within cultural linguistics, consent is viewed not merely as a 

lexical item but as a reflection of shared cultural values, social norms, and moral 

expectations [Sharifian, 2017; Wierzbicka, 2018]. Cultural linguists argue that language 

encodes the ideologies and ethical frameworks of a society, and that literary texts serve as 

valuable corpora for examining how these frameworks manifest in narrative discourse. In 

the context of Victorian literature, consent is particularly significant due to the highly 

stratified social and moral codes governing gender relations, marriage, and personal 

autonomy. 

Pragmatic research further expands the understanding of consent by situating it 

within the theory of speech acts [Searle, 1969] and politeness strategies [Brown & 

Levinson, 1987]. Consent in pragmatic terms is an illocutionary act that communicates 

approval, agreement, or willingness to undertake an action. Such acts often carry social 

and ethical implications, especially when embedded within hierarchical or gendered power 

relations. In literary narratives, authors strategically employ consent-related expressions to 

convey character agency, moral positioning, and social negotiation. This perspective 

highlights the dual role of consent as both a linguistic form and a socio-cultural practice. 

In terms of methodology, corpus-based literary analysis has emerged as a robust 

approach to studying linguistic patterns in literature. By identifying recurrent lexical items, 

collocations, and syntactic structures, researchers can map semantic domains and 

pragmatic functions across a text [Biber et al., 2018]. In the context of consent, this allows 

for precise identification of instances where characters express willingness, agreement, or 

refusal, enabling both qualitative and quantitative analyses. Moreover, coding these 

instances according to thematic categories—such as moral responsibility, social hierarchy, 

female agency, and ethical compliance—provides a structured framework for 

understanding the multifaceted nature of consent in Victorian narratives. 

The intersection of cultural linguistics and pragmatics has also been highlighted in 

recent studies. Sharifian (2017) emphasizes that cultural conceptualizations of consent are 

encoded in both lexical semantics and pragmatic conventions, suggesting that literary texts 

offer insight into historical and social norms. By examining Brontë’s lexical choices, 

syntactic constructions, and dialogic strategies, this study situates consent as both a 
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linguistic phenomenon and a cultural artifact, reflecting the Victorian worldview. 

Furthermore, feminist pragmatics provides a lens for interpreting how gender dynamics 

influence the realization and negotiation of consent, emphasizing the relational and power-

sensitive aspects of communicative acts. 

Additionally, recent studies in literary pragmatics demonstrate the importance of 

examining illocutionary acts within narrative discourse. Pragmatic analyses of consent 

reveal that expressions of approval or refusal are not merely stylistic devices but carry 

social and ethical weight, reflecting the interplay between individual agency and societal 

expectation [Holmes, 2020; Verschueren, 2021]. In Jane Eyre, such expressions are central 

to understanding the protagonist’s moral development, her negotiation of social power, 

and her assertion of female agency within restrictive structures. 

In conclusion, the literature indicates that while consent has been widely discussed in 

linguistic, pragmatic, and feminist contexts, there is a clear gap in corpus-based, 

linguopragmatic analyses of literary texts, particularly Jane Eyre. This study addresses that 

gap by providing a detailed, theoretically grounded, and methodologically rigorous 

examination of the concept of consent, situating it within the intersecting domains of 

language, culture, and gender. 

Methodology. This study employs a corpus-based, qualitative approach to examine 

the concept of consent in Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre from both lingvocultural and 

pragmalinguistic perspectives. The methodological framework integrates cultural 

linguistics, pragmatic theory, and feminist literary analysis to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of how consent is expressed, negotiated, and culturally contextualized 

within the text. By combining these approaches, the study aims to identify not only the 

semantic and pragmatic manifestations of consent but also the broader social, moral, and 

gendered implications embedded in the narrative. 

Data Source. The primary data for this research consist of the full text of Charlotte 

Brontë’s Jane Eyre (1847). The text was accessed from a verified public-domain edition to 

ensure accuracy and consistency. Given the historical nature of the text, the edition was 

cross-checked with modern scholarly annotations to maintain fidelity to the original 

language while facilitating semantic and pragmatic analysis. All instances of consent-

related expressions, including explicit and implicit forms, were considered for analysis. 

Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria 

To systematically identify relevant data, the following inclusion criteria were applied: 

 1. Lexical markers of consent: Words and phrases such as ―consent,‖ ―agree,‖ ―yes,‖ 

―approval,‖ ―willing,‖ ―obedience,‖ ―submission,‖ and ―choice.‖ 

 2. Dialogic and narrative contexts: Instances where characters explicitly or implicitly 

communicate agreement, refusal, or negotiation of action. 

 3. Cultural or moral relevance: Expressions that reflect Victorian social norms, 

ethical considerations, or gender dynamics. 
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Exclusion criteria included: 

 • Generic uses of agreement without interpersonal or cultural significance. 

 • Instances where the term ―consent‖ or related expressions appeared in figurative or 

metaphorical contexts unrelated to interpersonal or ethical negotiation. 

This careful selection ensured that the dataset captured the multifaceted dimensions 

of consent relevant to the study’s objectives. 

Corpus Compilation and Coding Procedure 

A total of 86 text fragments meeting the inclusion criteria were identified and 

extracted. Each fragment was annotated for the following variables: 

 • Character involved: Protagonist, supporting character, or authority figure. 

 • Type of consent: Expressive (explicit agreement), rejective (explicit refusal), 

conditional (agreement under conditions), or ethical/religious consent. 

 • Pragmatic function: Face-saving, politeness strategy, power negotiation, moral 

positioning, or agency assertion. 

 • Semantic domain: Moral responsibility, social hierarchy, female agency, religious 

obedience, personal autonomy. 

The coding process was carried out by two independent coders with backgrounds in 

linguistics and literary studies to ensure reliability. Intercoder reliability was assessed 

using Cohen’s Kappa, resulting in a coefficient of 0.87, indicating strong agreement and 

robustness of the coding framework. Discrepancies were resolved through discussion, 

ensuring that final coding reflected a consensus-based, accurate interpretation of the text. 

Analytical Framework. The study employs an integrated analytical model combining: 

 1. Cultural Linguistics [Sharifian, 2017; Wierzbicka, 2018]: To map the semantic 

and cultural domains associated with consent, highlighting how Victorian values, moral 

codes, and gender norms are embedded in lexical choices. 

 2. Pragmatics and Speech Act Theory [Searle, 1969; Brown & Levinson, 1987]: To 

examine illocutionary acts, politeness strategies, face management, and power relations 

manifested in consent-related expressions. 

 3. Feminist Literary Analysis [Showalter, 2019; Gilbert & Gubar, 2020]: To 

contextualize consent within gendered power dynamics and the negotiation of female 

agency in the Victorian social milieu. 

This triangulated approach allows for both qualitative and quantitative insights, 

capturing patterns, frequencies, and functional nuances of consent expressions in the text. 

Ethical Considerations 

Although the study analyzes a historical literary text and does not involve human 

participants, ethical research principles were adhered to by: 

 • Ensuring accurate citation of all primary and secondary sources. 

 • Respecting intellectual property rights in the use of annotated editions. 
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 • Maintaining transparency in coding and analysis procedures to allow replication 

and verification by other scholars. 

Data Analysis Procedure. Data were analyzed in three sequential stages: 

 1. Semantic Mapping: Identification of cultural and moral domains of consent, 

creating a taxonomy of semantic categories. 

 2. Pragmatic Function Analysis: Examination of consent expressions as illocutionary 

acts, classifying each instance according to politeness strategies, face-saving mechanisms, 

power negotiation, and agency assertion. 

 3. Integrative Interpretation: Cross-referencing semantic and pragmatic findings with 

the socio-cultural and gendered context of Victorian England, providing a comprehensive 

understanding of consent as a linguistic, cultural, and ethical construct. 

In summary, the methodology provides a rigorous, replicable, and theoretically 

grounded approach to examining the concept of consent in Jane Eyre. By integrating 

corpus-based analysis with cultural and pragmatic frameworks, the study ensures that 

findings are not only descriptive but also analytically insightful, offering contributions to 

both linguistic and literary scholarship. 

Results. The analysis of Jane Eyre yielded a comprehensive corpus of 86 fragments 

in which the concept of consent was explicitly or implicitly expressed. The findings 

demonstrate that consent functions across multiple semantic and pragmatic dimensions, 

reflecting the complex interplay between individual agency, social norms, and ethical 

considerations in Victorian England. The results are organized according to semantic 

domains, pragmatic functions, and illustrative textual examples, providing a detailed 

account of how consent operates within the novel. 

1. Lingvocultural Findings. The semantic analysis revealed four primary 

lingvocultural domains associated with consent: 

 1. Moral Responsibility: Consent frequently encodes ethical obligations and personal 

integrity. Jane’s decisions often reflect a moral calculus, balancing personal desire with 

social and religious expectations. For example, when refusing Mr. Rochester’s initial 

marriage proposal under morally compromising circumstances, Jane asserts: ―I will not be 

yours if it must involve the surrender of my principles.‖ This illustrates how consent 

serves as a vehicle for moral positioning and ethical self-definition. 

 2. Social Hierarchy: The expression of consent also mediates social relations and 

hierarchies. Instances in which Jane or other characters grant or withhold consent often 

navigate power differentials, such as those between master and servant, guardian and 

ward, or male and female characters. The strategic articulation of consent allows 

characters to negotiate authority without direct confrontation, reflecting the social 

constraints of the Victorian era. 

 3. Female Agency: Consent functions as a mechanism through which female 

characters, particularly Jane, assert autonomy within restrictive social norms. Expressions 
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of refusal, conditional agreement, and negotiation reveal the protagonist’s self-

determination and moral agency. For example: ―I can no longer remain silent; I must act 

according to my own conscience.‖ These instances demonstrate that consent is a critical 

site for performing agency and resisting societal pressures. 

 4. Religious Obedience: Some expressions of consent are embedded in religious and 

ethical frameworks, illustrating the interplay between personal choice and moral duty. 

Jane frequently aligns her decisions with a sense of divine guidance or ethical rectitude, 

highlighting the culturally embedded nature of consent in Victorian society. 

Table 1 provides a summary of the distribution of consent expressions across these 

semantic domains: 

Semantic Domain Frequency Example Fragment 

Moral Responsibility 28 ―I will not be yours if it must involve the surrender of my 

principles.‖ 

Social Hierarchy 22 ―I cannot obey you blindly, yet I respect your authority.‖ 

Female Agency 20 ―I must act according to my own conscience.‖ 

Religious Obedience 16 ―If it is God’s will, I shall comply, yet not compromise my 

integrity.‖ 

2. Pragmatic Functions. Pragmatic analysis, guided by speech act theory [Searle, 

1969] and politeness frameworks [Brown & Levinson, 1987], identified five primary 

functions of consent expressions in the novel: 

 1. Directive Softening: Characters use consent to soften directives or requests, 

mitigating potential face-threatening acts. For example, Jane says: ―If it pleases you, I may 

consider your proposal further,‖ demonstrating polite negotiation of agency. 

 2. Face-Saving Strategies: Consent is frequently employed to preserve social and 

interpersonal harmony. By granting or withholding consent tactfully, characters maintain 

respect and avoid conflict. 

 3. Moral Stance Marking: Expressions of consent frequently convey ethical 

positioning. Jane’s refusals often articulate moral judgment and personal integrity. 

 4. Power Negotiation: Consent operates as a tool for negotiating hierarchical 

relations. 

By selectively granting or withholding agreement, characters subtly assert or 

challenge authority. 

 5. Boundary Assertion: Consent enables characters to define personal limits, 

establishing autonomy within restrictive social structures. For example, Jane’s conditional 

consent in romantic contexts highlights the negotiation between personal desire and social 

constraint. 

Table 2 illustrates the distribution of pragmatic functions across the corpus: 

Pragmatic Function Frequency Example Fragment 

Directive Softening 18 ―If it pleases you, I may consider your proposal further.‖ 
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Face-Saving 20 ―I respect your decision, yet I cannot comply fully.‖ 

Moral Stance Marking 22 ―I will not be yours if it must involve the surrender of my 

principles.‖ 

Power Negotiation 16 ―I cannot obey you blindly, yet I respect your authority.‖ 

Boundary Assertion 10 ―I must act according to my own conscience.‖ 

3. Illustrative Textual Examples 

Several examples illustrate how consent operates at the intersection of linguistic 

form, pragmatics, and cultural meaning: 

 • Expressive Consent: Jane explicitly accepts or agrees while maintaining moral 

agency: ―I willingly consent, provided it aligns with my conscience.‖ 

 • Rejective Consent: Jane’s refusals articulate both moral judgment and personal 

boundaries: ―I cannot comply with such an action; it would betray my principles.‖ 

 • Conditional Consent: Expressions often include conditions, reflecting negotiation 

and prudence: ―If it is right in the eyes of God, I shall proceed, yet only within my moral 

limits.‖ 

 • Ethical/Religious Consent: Jane aligns her decisions with ethical and religious 

frameworks, reinforcing culturally embedded norms: ―I act according to what I believe to 

be divinely just.‖ 

These examples underscore the intricate ways in which consent operates not only as a 

linguistic construct but also as a reflection of Victorian moral, social, and gendered 

frameworks. 

4. Summary of Results. The results indicate that consent in Jane Eyre is 

multidimensional: 

 1. Semantically, it spans moral responsibility, social hierarchy, female agency, and 

religious obedience. 

 2. Pragmatically, it functions to soften directives, save face, mark moral stance, 

negotiate power, and assert boundaries. 

 3. Textually, consent expressions are strategically distributed to reflect Jane’s agency 

and the negotiation of Victorian social norms. 

The systematic corpus-based analysis provides clear evidence that consent is a pivotal 

mechanism through which Brontë constructs character agency, moral positioning, and 

cultural commentary. By integrating semantic and pragmatic insights, this study offers a 

robust framework for understanding the linguistic, cultural, and ethical dimensions of 

consent in Victorian literature. 

Discussion. The analysis of consent expressions in Jane Eyre provides significant 

insights into the linguistic, cultural, and ethical dimensions of Victorian social life. The 

findings indicate that consent operates not merely as a linguistic form but as a complex 

mechanism through which characters negotiate moral responsibility, social hierarchy, 

female agency, and religious obligations. By situating the expressions of consent within 
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the broader Victorian context, this discussion highlights how Brontë’s narrative both 

reflects and critiques the social norms of her time. 

1. Cultural Interpretation of Consent. Consent in Jane Eyre is deeply embedded in 

Victorian cultural values, reflecting a society in which moral integrity, social propriety, 

and religious adherence were highly prized. The frequent association of consent with 

moral responsibility underscores the ethical weight assigned to personal decisions. Jane’s 

insistence on acting in accordance with her principles demonstrates how consent serves as 

a vehicle for moral self-definition, allowing characters to assert ethical positions within 

socially prescribed boundaries. This aligns with Sharifian’s (2017) view that language 

encodes cultural norms and ethical frameworks, revealing the interplay between individual 

agency and collective expectations. 

Social hierarchy further mediates the expression of consent. The novel portrays 

numerous interactions in which characters negotiate authority and subordination, 

particularly in gendered or hierarchical relationships. Consent functions as a strategic tool 

for managing these interactions, enabling characters to navigate power differentials 

tactfully. For instance, Jane’s careful refusal of Mr. Rochester’s initial proposal 

exemplifies how consent can maintain social decorum while asserting personal 

boundaries. This pragmatic function of consent demonstrates the nuanced ways in which 

linguistic choices encode respect, negotiation, and resistance within a culturally 

constrained framework. 

2. Gender and Female Agency. A central contribution of this study lies in 

highlighting the role of consent in articulating female agency. Jane’s expressions of 

consent, refusal, and conditional agreement reveal a persistent negotiation between 

personal autonomy and societal expectation. These instances demonstrate that consent is 

not merely a passive acknowledgment of authority but an active assertion of ethical and 

personal agency. By mapping the semantic and pragmatic dimensions of consent, the study 

illustrates how Brontë constructs a protagonist who is morally and cognitively empowered, 

challenging conventional Victorian gender norms.The conditional and ethical nature of 

Jane’s consent reflects both the social limitations placed upon women and their capacity 

for strategic negotiation. For example, when Jane consents only under morally acceptable 

conditions, she simultaneously adheres to social norms and asserts her autonomy. This 

aligns with feminist pragmatic perspectives, emphasizing that consent is both a linguistic 

and socio-cultural practice, wherein gendered power dynamics are negotiated through 

discourse [Holmes, 2020; Verschueren, 2021]. 

3. Pragmatic Implications. From a pragmatic standpoint, the study confirms that 

consent functions as an illocutionary act with multiple social and interpersonal functions. 

Expressions of consent in Jane Eyre serve to soften directives, preserve face, assert moral 

stance, and negotiate power relations. These functions highlight the strategic deployment 

of language in achieving both interpersonal and ethical objectives. The nuanced interplay 
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between speech act realization and social context underscores the importance of analyzing 

literary texts through the lens of pragmatics, revealing patterns of politeness, power 

negotiation, and boundary assertion that might otherwise remain implicit. 

4. Comparison with Modern Understandings. Comparing Victorian constructions of 

consent with contemporary perspectives highlights both continuity and divergence. In 

modern discourse, consent is often framed as a straightforward assertion of personal 

autonomy, emphasizing individual rights and explicit agreement. In contrast, Victorian 

expressions of consent, as observed in Jane Eyre, are mediated by ethical, social, and 

religious considerations. The layered nature of consent in the novel reflects a cultural 

context in which personal agency is constrained by moral obligations, hierarchical 

relationships, and gendered expectations. This historical perspective offers valuable 

insights for scholars of pragmatics, cultural linguistics, and literary studies, demonstrating 

how linguistic practices evolve alongside social norms. 

5. Theoretical and Practical Contributions. The study makes several key contributions 

to the fields of linguistics, pragmatics, and literary studies. First, it extends the application 

of cultural linguistics by mapping semantic domains of consent within a historical literary 

text, demonstrating how language encodes moral, social, and gendered norms. Second, it 

contributes to pragmatic theory by analyzing consent as an illocutionary act that 

simultaneously navigates face, power, and ethical considerations. Third, it bridges literary 

and linguistic scholarship by providing an empirical, corpus-based account of consent, 

illustrating how Brontë’s narrative strategies convey complex social and ethical 

meaning.Practically, this research offers a framework for analyzing consent in other 

literary texts, both historical and contemporary, highlighting the value of integrating 

semantic, pragmatic, and cultural perspectives. The approach may also inform feminist 

literary analyses, pedagogical strategies for teaching literary pragmatics, and 

interdisciplinary studies of language, culture, and morality. 

6. Limitations. While the study provides comprehensive insights, several limitations 

must be acknowledged. The analysis is restricted to a single text, which may limit 

generalizability. Additionally, the historical and cultural specificity of Victorian England 

means that findings may not directly translate to other contexts or periods. Finally, while 

the coding procedure was rigorous, interpretation of pragmatic functions remains subject 

to a degree of subjectivity inherent in qualitative literary analysis. Future research could 

expand the corpus to include multiple texts, apply quantitative statistical models, and 

explore cross-cultural comparisons of consent expressions. 

Conclusion. This study has shown that agreement or consent in Jane Eyre is never a 

simple “yes” or “no.” Instead, it is a carefully shaped linguistic and cultural process 

through which characters—most notably Jane herself—define who they are, what they 

believe in, and how far they are willing to submit to the expectations of Victorian society. 

By examining consent from both lingvocultural and pragmalinguistic perspectives, the 
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research demonstrates that Brontë uses language as a key tool for revealing moral struggle, 

social pressure, and personal agency.The analysis makes it clear that consent in the novel 

is deeply rooted in Victorian moral values. Jane’s agreements and refusals are consistently 

framed as ethical choices rather than emotional impulses. Her language reflects a strong 

sense of moral responsibility, showing that consent is tied to conscience, integrity, and 

self-respect. In this way, Brontë presents consent as a moral act—one that requires 

reflection and often personal sacrifice—rather than passive obedience. This moral framing 

distinguishes Jane from many other characters and highlights her ethical independence.At 

the same time, consent in Jane Eyre is strongly influenced by social hierarchy. The novel 

is set in a world where class, gender, and authority shape every interaction, and consent 

becomes a means of navigating these unequal relationships. Jane’s linguistic choices allow 

her to challenge power structures without directly violating social norms. Through polite 

refusals, conditional agreements, and carefully softened responses, she maintains dignity 

while resisting domination. This shows that consent functions as a pragmatic strategy for 

survival and self-assertion within restrictive social systems. 

One of the most significant findings of this study concerns female agency. Jane’s 

consent is never blind or unconditional. Whether she is responding to Mr. Rochester, St. 

John Rivers, or other authority figures, her agreements are always filtered through her 

personal values. By placing conditions on her consent or refusing altogether, Jane asserts 

control over her own life and identity. Linguistically, this agency is expressed through 

boundary-setting, moral positioning, and strategic negotiation. Brontë thus uses consent as 

a central mechanism through which a woman’s voice and autonomy are constructed in a 

male-dominated society.Religious belief also plays a crucial role in shaping consent in the 

novel. Many of Jane’s decisions are expressed in religious terms, reflecting the deep 

influence of faith in Victorian life. However, the study shows that religious consent in Jane 

Eyre is not portrayed as passive submission to divine authority. Instead, it is closely tied to 

personal interpretation and moral judgment. Jane accepts religious duty only when it 

aligns with her inner sense of justice, reinforcing the idea that true consent must be 

ethically grounded. From a pragmalinguistic perspective, the research demonstrates that 

consent in the novel performs multiple communicative functions. It is used to soften 

commands, protect social harmony, negotiate power, express moral stance, and establish 

personal boundaries. These functions reveal how deeply embedded consent is in everyday 

interaction and how skillfully Brontë uses dialogue to convey psychological depth and 

social tension. The corpus-based approach confirms that these strategies are not isolated 

examples but recurring patterns throughout the text. 

In conclusion, the findings emphasize that consent in Jane Eyre is a key narrative and 

linguistic device through which Brontë explores autonomy, resistance, and ethical choice. 

The study contributes to literary pragmatics and cultural linguistics by showing how 

agreement is constructed through language as a form of moral and social negotiation. 
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More broadly, it demonstrates that literary texts offer valuable insight into historical 

conceptions of consent, reminding us that agreement has always been shaped by culture, 

context, and power relations—not only by individual will. 
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