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Abstract. This paper explores the concept of chronotope, as theorized by Mikhail Bakhtin, is a
fundamental aspect of narrative structure that transcends the boundaries of individual works. Time and
space are inextricably linked, with the former serving as the foundation of narrativity and the latter
providing the necessary framework for the unfolding of events. This synthesis of temporal and spatial
elements is what gives rise to the distinct "genres"” or "types" of stories that readers encounter. (Yu &
Zhu, 2022) In the context of Russian literature, the chronotope manifests in a variety of ways, reflecting
the unique cultural and historical experiences of the nation. For instance, the theme of the "historical
mission™ and the notion of "suffering and redemption™ often feature prominently, imbuing the literary
landscapes with a profound sense of purpose and moral gravity.
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Annotatsiya. Ushbu magolada Mixail Baxtin tomonidan nazariylashtirilgan xronotop tushunchasi
badity matn tuzilmasining muhim unsuri sifatida yoritiladi. U alohida asarlar chegarasidan chiqgib
ketuvchi hodisa sifatida talqin etiladi. Vagqt va makon o ‘zaro uzviy bog‘liq bo ‘lib, vaqt narrativlikning
asosini tashkil etsa, makon vogealarning rivojlanishi uchun zarur muhitni yaratadi. Aynan shu vaqt va
makon sintezi o ‘quvchilar duch keladigan turli “janr” yoki “tip”dagi hikoyalar shakllanishiga olib
keladi (Yu & Zhu, 2022). Rus adabiyoti kontekstida xronotop turli shakllarda namoyon bo ‘lib, millatning
o0 ziga xos madaniy va tarixiy tajribalarini aks ettiradi. Masalan, “tarixiy missiya” mavzusi va “azob-
uqubat hamda najot” g‘oyalari ko ‘pincha markaziy o ‘rin egallab, badiiy makonni chuqur ma’naviy
ma 'no va axloqiy og ‘irlik bilan boyitadi.

Kalit so “zlar: olam, dunyo obrazi, vagt va makon, xronotop, kundalik hayot, mifopoetik ong, adabiy
estetika, badiiy makon, madaniyat kategoriyasi.

Annomayuna. B Oannoti cmamve paccmampueaemcs Kowyenyus XpOHOMONd, pa3pabomanHas
Muxaun Baxmumn, xak @yHOAGMEHMANbHLIL dJIeMeHm  CMPYKMYpPbl  XYOOHCECMBEHHO20 MeKCmd,
BbLIX00AWULL 30 Npedeibl OMOeNbHBIX NPoU3eedeHull. Bpems u npocmpancmeo Haxo0samces 6 Hepas3pvleHOU
83AUMOCEA3U: Nepeoe 8blCMYNaem OCHOBOU HAPPAMUBHOCIU, MO20d KAK 6Mopoe c030aém HeoOX00UMYI0
cpedy 0ns pazeépmuvléanusi coovimuu. MMeHHO cuHmes 8peMeHHbIX U NPOCMPAHCMBEHHbIX 21EeMEeHNO8
Gopmupyem paznuunsie «HCAUpblY ULU «MUNBLY NOBECIMBOBAHUI, C KOMOPBIMU CMAIKUBAEMCS YUMAmelb
(Yu & Zhu, 2022). B xoumexcme pyccKkou Iumepamypbl XPOHOMON NPOSGISAEMCs 6 PA3HOO0OPA3HbIX
Gopmax, ompadcas YHUKANbHBIN KYIbMYPHLIUL U ucmopuyeckui onvim Hayuu. Hanpumep, memol
«UCTNOPUYECKOU MUCCUUY» U UOeU «CMPAOAHUs U UCKYNIEHUSY HEPEOKO 3AHUMAIOM YEeHMPAlbHOe Mecmo,
npuoasas xyooxcecmeeHHoOMY NPOCMPAHCMEY 1yOOKUll CMbICIL U HPABCMEEHHYIO 3HAUUMOCHb.

Knrwoueswie cnosa: scenennas, obpasz mupa, epems u npocmpancmeo, XpoOHOmon, no8CeOHe8HOCHb,
Mugonosmuueckoe co3Hanue, TUMepPaAmypHas ICMemuKd, Xy00ucecmsenHoe npoCcmpancmeo, Kame2opus
KYJIbMypbl.

Introduction. This paper presents an analysis of the chronotope of place in Russian
literature. The concept of the chronotope, developed by Mikhail Bakhtin, refers to the
intrinsic interconnection of spatial and temporal elements in a literary work. This study
examines how the representation of place in Russian novels and short stories reflects and
shapes the temporal experience of the characters and the narrative structure. The analysis
focuses on works by Fyodor Dostoevsky, Leo Tolstoy, and Anton Chekhov, considering
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how their depictions of urban and rural settings and domestic and public spaces contribute
to the overall artistic vision and thematic concerns of their writing. This paper aims to
contribute to understanding the complex relationship between space, time, and literary
aesthetics in the Russian literary tradition.

The concept of the chronotope, or the intrinsic connection between spatial and
temporal elements in a literary work, has been influential in literary studies since Mikhail
Bakhtin first theorized it. Bakhtin argued that the representation of time and space in a text
is not merely a backdrop but an essential component that shapes a literary work's narrative,
characterization, and thematic concerns.

The analysis will consider how these renowned Russian authors utilize diverse
settings, including bustling urban centres, tranquil countryside landscapes, private
domestic spheres, and public social spaces, to construct and convey the complex interplay
of time and space in their fictional worlds[3, 72].

The emphasis on the interconnectedness of spatial and temporal factors may
overlook the ways in which the depiction of setting can serve other narrative and thematic
purposes beyond reflecting the characters' temporal experiences. For example, the use of
certain environments may be more strongly driven by symbolic, psychological, or
ideological concerns rather than purely chronotopic considerations. Additionally, the
reading of place through the lens of the chronotope risks flattening the diverse approaches
and aesthetic visions of different Russian authors, who may engage with spatial
representation in varying and complex manners. A more balanced analysis would examine
how the chronotope functions alongside other literary devices and techniques in shaping
the artistic vision of a work.

Literature review. Mikhail Bakhtin's conceptualization of the chronotope, or the
"Intrinsic connectedness of temporal and spatial relationships"” within literary texts, has
been highly influential in the study of Russian literature. Bakhtin argued that the
representation of time and space is not merely a backdrop but a fundamental aspect that
shapes the narrative structure, characterization, and thematic concerns of a literary work
[3, 48].

Subsequent scholars have built upon Bakhtin's insights, exploring the diverse ways in
which the chronotope manifests in Russian novels and short stories. Some have examined
how the depiction of specific settings, such as the city or the countryside, reflects and
informs the temporal experiences of characters, and how these spatial representations
contribute to the overall artistic vision and thematic concerns of the works[6, 74].

Other researchers have delved into the semantic connections between time and space
within literary texts, analyzing how the organization and description of spatial elements
are intricately tied to the narrative's temporal unfolding. This research has shed light on the
complex interrelationship between the literary representation of place and the shaping of
the temporal dimension in Russian fiction. The history of chronotope research in the
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Russian literary tradition has also been the subject of scholarly examination, with
Ukrainian literary experts exploring the peculiarities of time and space organization in
Ukrainian postmodern literature and emphasizing the importance of depicting the chron
otope through specific narrative techniques[5, 92].

While the analysis of the chronotope in Russian literature can offer valuable
insights, an opposing argument could be made that such an approach may also overlook
other important literary elements. The focus on the interconnectedness of spatial and
temporal factors could potentially obscure the ways in which the depiction of setting can
serve narrative and thematic purposes beyond reflecting the characters' temporal
experiences. For example, the use of certain environments may be more strongly driven by
symbolic, psychological, or ideological concerns rather than purely chronotopic
considerations. Additionally, reading place through the lens of the chronotype risks
flattening the diverse approaches and aesthetic visions of different Russian authors, who
may engage with spatial representation in varying and complex manners. A more balanced
analysis would examine how the chronotope functions alongside other literary devices and
techniques in shaping the artistic vision of a work[7, 51].

Research methods. The research for this paper will involve a close reading of
selected works by Fyodor Dostoevsky, Leo Tolstoy, and Anton Chekhov, with a focus on
the depiction of diverse spatial environments, including urban centers, rural landscapes,
domestic spaces, and public spheres[8, 413]. The analysis will examine how the authors'
representations of place contribute to the temporal experiences of the characters and the
overall narrative structure and thematic concerns of the works.

An opposing argument could be made that the focus on the chronotope can obscure
other important literary elements. While the analysis of the chronotope in Russian
literature can offer valuable insights, it may overlook the ways in which the depiction of
setting can serve narrative and thematic purposes beyond reflecting the characters'
temporal experiences. The use of certain environments may be more strongly driven by
symbolic, psychological, or ideological concerns rather than purely chronotopic
considerations. Additionally, reading place through the lens of the chronotope risks
flattening the diverse approaches and aesthetic visions of different Russian authors, who
may engage with spatial representation in varying and complex manners. A more balanced
analysis would examine how the chronotope functions alongside other literary devices and
techniques in shaping the artistic vision of a work.

The research will also involve a review of secondary literature on the chronotope in
Russian literature, including the work of Bakhtin and other scholars who have built upon
his conceptualization of the chronotope[9, 128].

Preliminary findings. The preliminary findings from the research suggest that the
chronotope plays a crucial role in shaping the narrative structure and thematic concerns of
the selected Russian literary works. In Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment," the urban
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setting of St. Petersburg, with its claustrophobic city streets and crowded living quarters,
reflects the protagonist Raskolnikov's psychological turmoil and the temporal unfolding of
his crime and subsequent guilt. In Tolstoy's "Anna Karenina," the contrast between the
bustling city of Moscow and the more serene rural estates of the aristocracy underscores
the temporal and spatial displacements experienced by the characters, as they navigate the
shifting social and emotional landscapes of their lives.

In Chekhov's short stories, the depiction of domestic spaces and public spheres often
serves to highlight the characters' sense of temporal and spatial alienation, as they grapple
with the constraints of their social and economic circumstances.

The preliminary findings suggest that the chronotope can be a valuable tool for
understanding the complex interplay between the literary representation of place and the
shaping of the narrative's temporal dimension. However, the analysis also points to the
need for a more nuanced approach that examines how the chronotope functions alongside
other literary devices and techniques in creating the artistic vision of the work.

Results and Discussion. The research findings demonstrate the integral role of the
chronotope in shaping the narrative structure and thematic concerns of selected works of
Russian literature. In Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment,” the urban setting of St.
Petersburg, with its claustrophobic city streets and crowded living quarters, reflects the
protagonist Raskolnikov's psychological turmoil and the temporal progression of his
criminal act and the subsequent anguish he experiences over his guilt. The contrast
between the bustling city of Moscow and the more serene rural estates of the aristocracy in
Tolstoy's "Anna Karenina" underscores the temporal and spatial displacements
experienced by the characters as they navigate the shifting social and emotional landscapes
of their lives[9, 52].

In Chekhov's short stories, the depiction of domestic spaces and public spheres often
serves to highlight the characters' sense of temporal and spatial alienation, as they grapple
with the constraints of their social and economic circumstances.

The analysis suggests that the chronotope can be a valuable tool for understanding the
complex interplay between the literary representation of place and the shaping of the
narrative's temporal dimension. However, the findings also point to the need for a more
nuanced approach that examines how the chronotope functions alongside other literary
devices and techniques in creating the artistic vision of the work.

The research findings demonstrate the integral role of the chronotope in shaping the
narrative structure and thematic concerns of selected works of Russian literature. In
Dostoevsky's "Crime and Punishment,” the urban setting of St. Petersburg reflects the
protagonist's psychological turmoil and the temporal progression of his criminal act and
subsequent guilt. The contrast between the bustling city of Moscow and the more serene
rural estates of the aristocracy in Tolstoy's "Anna Karenina™ underscores the temporal and
spatial displacements experienced by the characters as they navigate the shifting social and
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emotional landscapes of their lives. In Chekhov's short stories, the depiction of domestic
spaces and public spheres often serves to highlight the characters' sense of temporal and
spatial alienation, as they grapple with the constraints of their social and economic
circumstances. The analysis suggests that the chronotope can be a valuable tool for
understanding the complex interplay between the literary representation of place and the
shaping of the narrative's temporal dimension, but a more nuanced approach examining
how the chronotope functions alongside other literary devices is needed.

Conclusion and further research. This research has demonstrated the integral role
of the chronotope in shaping the narrative structure and thematic concerns of selected
works of Russian literature. The analysis of Dostoevsky's, Tolstoy's, and Chekhov's texts
has shown how the literary representation of space and time is inextricably linked, with the
chronotype serving as a means of reflecting the characters' lived experiences and the
social, cultural, and historical contexts that shape their psychological and emotional
realities[1, 32].

However, the findings also point to the need for a more nuanced approach that
examines how the chronotype functions alongside other literary devices and techniques in
creating the artistic vision of the work. Further research could explore the relationship
between the chronotope and other narrative elements, such as character development,
symbolic imagery, and narrative perspective, to gain a more comprehensive understanding
of how the literary chronotope operates within the broader context of the text.
Additionally, comparative analyses of the chronotype in works from different national and
cultural traditions could shed light on how diverse cultural and historical influences shape
the artistic representation of space and time [2, 43].
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