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Annotation. This article examines the psycholinguistic aspects of speech perlocution, focusing on 

how speakers influence listeners’ cognitive and emotional responses. It explores the mechanisms of 

attention, working memory, inferential reasoning, and schema activation that underlie perlocutionary 

effects. The study highlights the interaction between language, cognition, and social context, 

demonstrating how psycholinguistic principles shape meaning construction and listener interpretation in 

communication. Practical examples from diplomatic and everyday discourse illustrate the application of 

these mechanisms in real-life interactions. 
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Аннотация. В статье рассматриваются психолингвистические аспекты перлокутной речи, 

с акцентом на то, как говорящие влияют на когнитивные и эмоциональные реакции слушателей. 

Исследуются механизмы внимания, рабочей памяти, выводов и активации схем, лежащие в 

основе перлокутных эффектов. Работа подчеркивает взаимодействие языка, когниции и 

социального контекста, демонстрируя, как психолингвистические принципы формируют 

конструкцию смысла и интерпретацию слушателем в процессе коммуникации. Практические 

примеры из дипломатического и повседневного дискурса иллюстрируют применение этих 

механизмов в реальных ситуациях общения. 
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Annotatsiya. Ushbu maqolada nutqiy perlokutsiyaning psixolingvistik jihatlari ko‘rib chiqiladi, 

asosan, nutq so‘zlovchilar tinglovchilarning kognitiv va hissiy reaksiyalariga qanday ta’sir ko‘rsatishini 

o‘rganadi. E’tibor, ishchi xotira, inferensiya (xulosa chiqarish) va sxema faollashuvi kabi perlokutsion 

effektlarni shakllantiruvchi mexanizmlar tahlil qilinadi. Tadqiqot til, kognitsiya va ijtimoiy kontekst 

o‘rtasidagi o‘zaro ta’sirni yoritadi, psixolingvistik prinsiplari orqali tinglovchi tomonidan ma’noni 

tushunish va sharhlash jarayonini ko‘rsatadi. Diplomatik va kundalik diskurs misollari ushbu 

mexanizmlarning real hayotdagi qo‘llanilishini namoyish etadi. 

Kalit so‘zlar: nutq, perlokutsiya, psixolingvistika, kognitsiya, kommunikatsiya, tinglovchi, xulosa 

chiqarish, ishchi xotira, e’tibor, ma’no, diskurs, o‘zaro ta’siri. 

 

Introduction. Speech perlocution refers to the effect a speaker’s utterance has on a 

listener’s cognitive and emotional responses. Unlike locutionary or illocutionary acts, 

perlocutionary acts are defined by their impact on the listener. From a psycholinguistic 

perspective, these effects emerge through mechanisms such as attention, working memory, 

inferential reasoning, and schema activation (Levelt, 1993; Clark, 1996). Understanding 

these mechanisms is essential for analyzing how meaning is constructed and interpreted in 

both everyday and specialized discourse, such as diplomacy. This study aims to examine 

the psycholinguistic foundations of speech perlocution and to explore how cognitive 

processes shape listener responses. By combining insights from psycholinguistics, 

discourse analysis, and communication studies, the study offers a theoretical framework 

for understanding perlocutionary effects in real communicative contexts. 
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Method. This study employs a qualitative theoretical research design grounded in 

systematic literature review and conceptual analysis. A comprehensive collection of 

academic sources was gathered from international databases, including Google Scholar, 

Scopus, and Web of Science. Keywords used for searching included speech, perlocution, 

psycholinguistics, cognition, communication, listener, inference, and discourse. Peer-

reviewed journal articles, scholarly monographs, and edited volumes were prioritized for 

theoretical rigor and academic reliability. Seminal works by Austin (1962), Levelt (1993), 

Clark (1996), Halliday (1994), Brown and Yule (1983), and others were selected as 

foundational texts due to their influence on understanding perlocutionary effects and 

psycholinguistic mechanisms. Additional contemporary studies were included to reflect 

recent theoretical and empirical advancements. The analytical procedure involved 

identifying and categorizing definitions and conceptualizations of speech perlocution, 

examining psycholinguistic models related to attention, working memory, inference, and 

schema activation, and synthesizing findings to construct an integrative framework 

demonstrating the interaction between language, cognition, and social context. 

Literature Review. The concept of perlocutionary acts was first systematically 

introduced by J. L. Austin (1962) in How to Do Things with Words. Austin distinguished 

between locutionary (utterance), illocutionary (intended function), and perlocutionary 

(effect on the listener) acts. Unlike locutionary or illocutionary acts, perlocutionary acts 

are not inherent in the linguistic form but emerge through listener cognition and emotion. 

Halliday (1994) and Brown and Yule (1983) emphasized that meaning in discourse 

depends not only on linguistic structures but also on context, communicative purpose, and 

listener interpretation. Stubbs (1983) noted that naturally occurring texts illustrate how 

speakers influence listeners through language, context, and shared knowledge. 

Psycholinguistic Mechanisms. Psycholinguistics investigates cognitive processes 

underlying language comprehension and production. Perlocutionary effects rely on several 

mechanisms. Working memory enables the listener to store and integrate linguistic 

information temporarily, while attention directs cognitive resources to relevant cues in the 

speaker’s message. Inferential reasoning bridges gaps in explicit content, enabling 

listeners to derive implied meaning. Schema activation connects incoming information 

with prior knowledge and cultural expectations (Kintsch, 1998; Graesser, Millis, & 

Zwaan, 1997). In diplomatic discourse, these mechanisms allow speakers to guide listener 

interpretation, evoke emotions, and influence decision-making. For example, a diplomatic 

statement may evoke trust or caution depending on how listeners process attention cues, 

background knowledge, and implied meaning. 

Results and Discussion. The study confirms that speech perlocution is a complex 

psycholinguistic phenomenon. Listener responses are shaped by cognitive mechanisms 

that integrate linguistic input with prior knowledge and social context. Attention and 

working memory are critical for tracking discourse and maintaining coherence, while 
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inference generation allows listeners to interpret indirect meanings, such as politeness, 

persuasion, or subtle directives. Schema activation ensures that communication aligns with 

cultural expectations and context. In diplomatic discourse, perlocutionary effects are 

strategic. Speakers craft messages to influence emotions, cognition, and behavior, relying 

on psycholinguistic principles to maximize persuasive impact. In everyday discourse, 

similar mechanisms underlie humor, persuasion, and social coordination. The findings 

support an integrative model where language, cognition, and social context interact 

dynamically to produce perlocutionary effects. This approach aligns with socio-cognitive 

theories of discourse (van Dijk, 2008), highlighting the inseparability of mental processes 

and communicative outcomes. 

Conclusion. This study demonstrates that speech perlocution is a dynamic, 

psycholinguistically mediated process. Cognitive mechanisms such as attention, working 

memory, inference, and schema activation shape how listeners interpret and respond to 

speech. Perlocutionary effects emerge from the interaction of language, cognition, and 

social context, particularly in complex communicative domains like diplomacy. 

Understanding these mechanisms provides insights for both theoretical research and 

practical applications in communication, education, and negotiation. Psycholinguistic 

analysis of perlocutionary acts offers a foundation for improving persuasive 

communication, cross-cultural understanding, and discourse effectiveness. 
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