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Annotation: This article explores the pragmatic functions of internet abbreviations in youth online
communication. With the rapid development of digital technologies and social media platforms, young
people increasingly use abbreviations such as LOL, BRB, IMO, and IDK to convey meanings efficiently.
The study analyzes how these abbreviations function not only as linguistic shortcuts but also as
pragmatic tools expressing emotions, attitudes, social closeness, and group identity. Special attention is
given to their role in informal discourse, including chat messages, social networking sites, and online
forums. The research demonstrates that internet abbreviations enhance communicative efficiency, reflect
pragmatic intent, and contribute to the construction of youth digital discourse.
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Annotatsiya: Mazkur maqolada yoshlar onlayn muloqotida internet gisqartmalarining pragmatik
funksiyalari tadqiq etiladi. Ragamli texnologiyalar va ijtimoiy tarmoglarning jadal rivojlanishi natijasida
yoshlar LOL, BRB, IMO, IDK kabi gisqartmalardan mulogotni tez va samarali amalga oshirish vositasi
sifatida foydalanmoqda. Tadgigotda ushbu gisqgartmalar nafaqat tilni igtisod gilish vositasi, balki his-
tuyg ‘ularni ifodalash, munosabat bildirish, ijtimoiy yaqinlik va guruhiy identifikatsiyani namoyon etuvchi
pragmatik birliklar sifatida tahlil gilinadi. Shuningdek, ularning norasmiy diskurs, xususan, chat
yozishmalari va ijtimoiy tarmoglardagi roli yoritiladi. Natijalar internet gisqartmalari yoshlar ragamli
nutqgida muhim pragmatik ahamiyatga ega ekanini ko ‘rsatadi.

Kalit so‘zlar: internet gisgartmalari, yoshlar mulogoti, pragmatika, onlayn diskurs, ragamli til,
Ijtimoiy tarmogqlar

Annomavyun: B cmamve paccmampusaromes npaemamuyeckue yHKyuu unmeprem-abopesuamyp
8 OHJAUH-KOMMYHUKAYUU Monooedxcu. B ycnosusx axmuenoeo pazeumus yugposvix mexHoro2ui u
COYUATILHBIX cemell MONI00eNHCh UUPOKO Ucnov3yem maxue cokpawjenuss, kak LOL, BRB, IMO, IDK, ons
bonee Ovicmpozco u 3ghgexmuenoco obwenus. Hccreoosanue nokasvigaem, UmMo UHMEpPHEN-
abbpesuamypuvl 8bINOIHAIOM He MOJLKO QYHKYUIO A3bIKOBOU IKOHOMUU, HO U CILYAHCAM NPASMAMUYECKUMU
cpeocmeamu 8blpadCceHUs IMOYULL, OYeHKU, COYUANbHOU bruzocmu u 2pynnosoi uoenmuyrnocmu. Ocoboe
BHUMAHUe YOensiemcs UX UCHONb308AHUI0 6 HEeQOPMATbHOM OHAAUH-OUCKYpPCe, BKII0Yds yYamvl U
coyuanvuvie cemu. /lenaemcs 661600 0 3HAYUMENLHOU POIU UHMEPHEmM-abbpesuamyp 8 opmuposanuu
MOJIOOEHCHO20 YUDPOB8020 0OWeHUs.

Knwouesvie cnoea: unmepnem-abopesuamypuvl, MOA00EHCHAS KOMMYHUKAYUS, NpASMAmuxa,
OHAUH-OUCKYDC, YUPPOBOLL A3bIK, COYUATbHBIE CeMU.

Introduction. The expansion of digital communication technologies has profoundly
reshaped contemporary language use, giving rise to new forms of interaction and novel
linguistic practices. Among the most prominent features of computer-mediated
communication (CMC) is the widespread use of internet abbreviations, particularly among
young users. Social networking sites, instant messaging applications, and online forums
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encourage rapid, informal exchanges, creating conditions in which linguistic economy,
expressiveness, and pragmatic efficiency are highly valued. As a result, internet
abbreviations have become an integral component of youth online discourse. Internet
abbreviations such as LOL (laughing out loud), BRB (be right back), IMO (in my
opinion), and IDK (I don’t know) were initially developed as tools to reduce typing effort
and save time. However, their communicative function extends far beyond mere linguistic
compression. From a pragmatic perspective, these abbreviated forms serve as discourse
markers, stance indicators, and interactional resources that enable users to express
emotions, manage interpersonal relations, and negotiate meaning in digitally mediated
contexts. They often compensate for the absence of non-verbal cues such as facial
expressions, tone of voice, and gestures, which are typically present in face-to-face
communication. Youth, as the most active group of internet users, play a central role in the
innovation and diffusion of abbreviated forms in online communication. The use of
internet abbreviations contributes to the construction of group identity, signaling
membership in a particular digital community and reinforcing in-group solidarity. At the
same time, these forms function pragmatically to convey politeness strategies, irony,
humor, emotional involvement, and evaluative stance. Their meaning is therefore context-
dependent and shaped by shared cultural and communicative norms within online
environments. Despite the growing body of research on computer-mediated discourse,
much of the existing literature has focused on the structural, lexical, or sociolinguistic
aspects of internet language. Comparatively less attention has been paid to the pragmatic
functions of internet abbreviations, particularly in youth-centered online communication.
There remains a need for systematic analysis that examines how these abbreviations
operate within discourse to perform communicative acts, shape interactional dynamics,
and fulfill pragmatic intentions.

Methodology. This study employs a qualitative pragmatic methodology to
investigate the functions of internet abbreviations in youth online communication. The
research is situated within the theoretical frameworks of pragmatics and discourse
analysis, with particular attention to computer-mediated communication. The
methodological approach is designed to identify how internet abbreviations operate in
authentic digital interactions and to interpret the pragmatic meanings they convey in
context. The empirical data were collected from publicly accessible online platforms that
are widely used by young people, including social networking sites, instant messaging
environments, and online discussion forums. These platforms were selected due to their
informal communicative nature and the high frequency of internet abbreviation usage. In
order to comply with ethical research standards, only publicly available texts were
analyzed, and all personal information and user identifiers were removed to ensure
anonymity. The corpus comprises approximately 1,000 short textual interactions produced
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by users between the ages of 16 and 25, an age range commonly associated with youth
language in sociolinguistic research. The dataset includes chat messages, comment
exchanges, and short posts written in English that contain commonly used internet
abbreviations such as LOL, OMG, BRB, IMO, IDK, and TBH. Only texts occurring in
informal online contexts were selected, as pragmatic functions are most salient in
spontaneous and interactional discourse. Each text was examined in its immediate
linguistic and situational context to determine the pragmatic role of the abbreviation used.
Messages that contained isolated abbreviations without sufficient contextual information
were excluded from the analysis, since pragmatic interpretation requires interactional
embedding. The analysis followed a qualitative discourse-analytic procedure, focusing on
how abbreviations function as pragmatic devices rather than as mere lexical reductions.
The interpretation of pragmatic functions was guided by established theories in
pragmatics, including speech act theory, the Cooperative Principle, politeness theory, and
interactional approaches to stance-taking. Through an iterative process of analysis,
recurrent pragmatic patterns were identified, and internet abbreviations were categorized
according to their dominant communicative functions. These functions include emotional
expression, stance marking, politeness management, humor and irony, discourse
organization, and the construction of social identity within digital communities. To ensure
the reliability of the findings, multiple instances of each abbreviation were analyzed across
different communicative contexts, and pragmatic functions were assigned only when
consistent usage patterns were observed. The validity of the analysis was supported
through careful contextual interpretation and comparison with findings from previous
studies in digital pragmatics and youth discourse. Although the study is limited to English-
language data and focuses exclusively on youth online communication, it provides a
systematic account of the pragmatic significance of internet abbreviations and offers a
methodological foundation for future comparative and cross-linguistic research.

Results. The analysis of the corpus reveals that internet abbreviations are
systematically used by young people as pragmatic devices in online communication. The
findings indicate that these abbreviations perform multiple communicative functions that
go beyond linguistic economy and play an active role in shaping digital interaction. The
most frequent pragmatic function observed in the data is emotional expression.
Abbreviations such as LOL, OMG, and LMAOQO appear extensively across different
platforms and interaction types. In many instances, these abbreviations do not denote their
literal meanings but function as markers of emotional involvement, friendliness, or
conversational alignment. Their high frequency suggests that emotional signaling is a
central function of internet abbreviations in youth discourse. Another significant result
concerns stance marking. Abbreviations such as IMO, TBH, and IDK are frequently used
to indicate personal opinion, uncertainty, or subjective evaluation. These forms allow users
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to explicitly position themselves toward the content of their messages, thereby framing
statements as personal rather than absolute. The data show that stance-marking
abbreviations often precede evaluative statements and opinions. The findings also
demonstrate that internet abbreviations contribute to politeness and mitigation strategies.
Abbreviations, particularly LOL and IDK, are often used to soften criticism, reduce
directness, or minimize potential face-threatening acts. Their presence correlates with
contexts involving disagreement, advice, or negative evaluation, suggesting a pragmatic
function related to interpersonal sensitivity. In addition, humor and irony emerge as
recurrent pragmatic functions. Internet abbreviations are frequently employed to signal
playful intent, sarcasm, or ironic distance. In such cases, the interpretation of meaning
relies heavily on shared contextual and cultural knowledge between interlocutors. Finally,
the results show that certain abbreviations, such as BRB and AFK, serve discourse-
organizational functions. These forms regulate interaction by signaling temporary absence,
managing turn-taking, or structuring conversational flow in synchronous communication.
Overall, the findings confirm that internet abbreviations function as multifunctional
pragmatic elements within youth online discourse.

Discussion. The results of this study provide clear evidence that internet
abbreviations function as essential pragmatic resources in youth online communication
rather than as mere linguistic shortcuts. Their frequent use for emotional expression
supports previous claims that computer-mediated communication compensates for the
absence of non-verbal cues through alternative linguistic means. Abbreviations such as
LOL and OMG function pragmatically to convey affective meaning and interpersonal
alignment, thereby enhancing emotional transparency in digital interaction. The
prominence of stance-marking abbreviations aligns with interactional approaches to
pragmatics, which emphasize the role of language in expressing epistemic and attitudinal
positioning. By using forms such as IMO and TBH, young users manage responsibility for
their statements and reduce the risk of conflict, which reflects cooperative and face-saving
strategies in online discourse. The findings related to politeness and mitigation further
support the applicability of politeness theory to digital communication. Internet
abbreviations operate similarly to hedging devices in spoken language, allowing speakers
to maintain social harmony in informal online settings. This highlights the continuity
between spoken and digital pragmatics, despite differences in modality. The use of
abbreviations to signal humor and irony underscores the context-dependent nature of
pragmatic meaning in online environments. These forms rely on shared norms and
background knowledge, reinforcing in-group understanding while potentially excluding
those unfamiliar with digital conventions. This observation connects pragmatic function
with sociolinguistic identity construction. Overall, the discussion confirms that internet
abbreviations are multifunctional pragmatic tools that shape meaning, interaction, and
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identity in youth online discourse. Recognizing their pragmatic significance has important
implications for discourse analysis, digital linguistics, and language education, especially
in understanding contemporary youth communication practices.

Conclusion. This study set out to investigate the pragmatic functions of internet
abbreviations in youth online communication, with particular attention to their role in
meaning construction, interactional management, and social identity formation in digital
discourse. The findings clearly demonstrate that internet abbreviations constitute an
essential component of contemporary youth communication and function as complex
pragmatic resources rather than simple tools of linguistic economy. The results of the
analysis show that internet abbreviations perform multiple interrelated pragmatic
functions, including emotional expression, stance marking, politeness management, humor
and irony signaling, discourse organization, and identity construction. Abbreviations such
as LOL, OMG, and LMAO were found to operate as affective markers that compensate for
the absence of non-verbal cues in computer-mediated communication. By signaling
emotional alignment and interpersonal involvement, these forms enhance communicative
clarity and contribute to the maintenance of social rapport in informal online interactions.
The study also highlights the importance of stance-marking abbreviations such as IMO,
TBH, and IDK, which allow young users to explicitly frame their utterances as subjective,
tentative, or evaluative. From a pragmatic perspective, these forms enable speakers to
manage epistemic responsibility and mitigate potential disagreement, thereby supporting
cooperative interaction. Their frequent use underscores the role of pragmatics in shaping
how opinions and attitudes are negotiated in digital environments. Another important
contribution of this study is the identification of humor and irony as central pragmatic
functions of internet abbreviations. These functions rely heavily on shared contextual
knowledge and cultural competence within digital communities, reinforcing in-group
solidarity and contributing to the construction of collective meaning. The ability to
interpret such pragmatic signals reflects digital literacy and familiarity with youth online
norms. In addition, discourse-organizational abbreviations such as BRB and AFK were
shown to play a crucial role in managing interactional flow in real-time communication.
These forms enhance efficiency and coherence by regulating turn-taking and signaling
temporary absence, highlighting their functional importance in fast-paced digital
exchanges. In conclusion, this study demonstrates that internet abbreviations are
indispensable pragmatic tools in youth online communication, shaping meaning,
interaction, and identity in contemporary digital discourse. By foregrounding their
pragmatic functions, the research contributes to a deeper understanding of how language
adapts to technological change and how young users actively construct meaning in digital
environments. The findings underscore the need for continued scholarly attention to the
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pragmatics of online communication as an evolving and influential domain of linguistic
practice.
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