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Introduction: There have always been strong women in literature. One can recall
Shikiba Murasaki, who worked in Japan at the beginning of the 9th and 10th centuries,
or Arteia of Cyrene, who wrote about 40 books in the 1st century BC. If we think about
the fact that women were deprived of the opportunity to get an education for a long
time, the heroines of the past centuries are amazed. They were able to defend the right
to be creative in a man's world.

Women writers in the 19th century began to feel a little free: they still faced severe
discrimination based on their gender, but their works were still published. Basically,
women were allowed to practice poetry and write light romance novels. At the same
time, they earned much less than their male counterparts.

But things have improved over time, and today the woman on the cover is no
surprise. There are many works written by women in the golden fund of world
literature. But some authors have won the love of readers all over the world.

Female writers with male pseudonyms are rare today, but a century ago they were
more common. The reasons for this were:

1. They discriminated against women who wrote books. The books were not
published, their work did not appeal to a male audience, and they were paid less
for their work. A man's name on the cover solved many problems. If anyone
thinks this is how women authors were treated in the past, they're sorely
mistaken: writers aren't bullied when it comes to getting paid, but even today, a
woman's name on the cover scares off some potential readers.

2. For a more serious approach to work. According to all laws, women's books are
light, fun, or tears, suffering. Writers depersonalize their gender to make their
work more serious.
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3. To read a book. A beginner's entry into the literary world can fail because of a
name: the male part ignores a well-written novel, while the female part
considers it a failure because it was originally intended for a different audience.

4. In the 18th and 19th centuries, women writers often took pseudonyms to protect
their lives, because literature for a woman of that time was obscene, almost
shameful, and authors often suffered from their sensational popularity.

5. To make more money. Today's fees for authors depend on the popularity of the
name, but not long ago male authors received more rewards for similar work.

The most famous writers with male pseudonymes:

George Sand (1804-1876). He married Aurora Dupin, Dudevan. An incredibly
strong and strong-willed woman who took a male nickname as a symbol of female
freedom. In society, he behaved like a man, that is, he started scandalous and free
novels for his time. He wrote many novels, short stories and plays.

Bronte sisters. Charlotte (1816-1855), Emily (1818-1848) and Anne (1820-1849)
initially wrote under the pseudonym Bell Brothers and published their first works at
their own expense, and the novels were not successful. Jane Eyre, published under
Charlotte's real name, changed all that, and the sisters' books followed suit.

George Eliot (1819-1880). A male pseudonym ensured the privacy of the girl. The
most famous work is "Mill on a thread".

JK Rowling (1965). The name is real, but on the advice of the publisher, only
initials were written on the cover of the first book, so the gender of the author was left
in question.

We can also cite Zinaida Gippius, Alexandra Durov, Jane Austen, Mary Shelley
and Ada Cross, among others, as examples. But it should be noted that the world of men
looked down on the poets of the Silver Age, belittled and underestimated their literary
talent. They sympathized with the husbands of the poets, because they believed that
their wives were engaged in "stupidity" instead of normal women's work.

In 1909, an important event happened. The Nobel Prize in Literature was awarded
to a woman for the first time, Selma Lagerl6f, in honor of her work. Since then, female
writers of the 20th century have been awarded several times.
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