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Abstract. In this article, we delve into the sociolinguistic impact of language on its speakers.
Amongst language, humanity build and express their cultural self-conception, reflecting their
connection with particular social groups or communities. In addition, it explores how linguistic
variance and dialects show how language can bring people together as well as drive them apart.
Furthermore, it examines the ways in which language shapes interpersonal partnerships, maintains
stereotypes, and conveys social status. The present study aims to increase knowledge of the complex
partnership among language and society by providing light on the different ways that language
affects its speakers.
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Introduction

This article investigates the sociolinguistic influence of language on its speakers,
looking at the ways in which our choice of words and speech patterns can affect our
opportunities, partnerships, and identities. Language is not only for communication; it
reflects our identity as well. Our experiences and backgrounds are reflected in the
words we use, our accents, and the dialects we speak. However, language is
profoundly social as well as personal. Our speech has the power to shape how we fit
into various social groupings and how other people see us. It may even affect our
prospects in the workplace and in other spheres of our lives. With the aim of fully
understand the compound relationship among language and society, we will go
deeper into these ideas and study findings in this essay. We'll figure out more fully at
the end how language affects our surroundings and how we fit into it.

“No two languages are ever sufficiently similar to be considered as representing
the same social reality. The worlds in which different societies live are distinct
worlds, not merely the same world with different labels attached.”’[Sapir, 1946]
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“Language shapes the way we think, and determines what we can think about.”
[Whorf, 1956]

The idea that language plays crucial role in our perceptions of world and our
thoughts in general traces back to ancient civilizations, with notable discussions in
philosophical and linguistic contexts. However, this relationship has gained
significant scientific popularity only in the 20th century due to the development of
new fields such as psycholinguistics, cognitive psychology and linguistics. During
this period theory of “linguistic relativity” was established.

The term “linguistic relativity” posts that structure and vocabulary of one
language can drive us to think distinctively. The language we speak shapes our
thoughts and experiences. Although, most works dedicated to this hypothesis were
discredited, language’s significant influence has been proven by numerous studies. In
order to delve more into topic, we will look through some instances. We can take the
perception of time as an example. At first we might wonder how could language
influence the way we imagine time, if it is ubiquitous term? Even tough time may
seem like a general concept, research shows quite opposite: our conceptualization of
passage of time can vary based on linguistic differences.

Think about the journey of life, spanning from birth to death. Now, let's also
consider about how language flows — whether it's written horizontally from left to
right, right to left, or even vertically. Research indicates that this directional aspect of
language can impact how we mentally map the passage of time. For instance, English
speakers would typically visualize the sequence of life events from left to right,
aligning with the direction of their written language. Conversely, Hebrew speakers,
whose language is written from right to left, might perceive this progression in the
opposite direction. Furthermore, English speakers typically perceive time as a linear
progression, often using expressions like "the good times ahead.” However, certain
indigenous languages, such as Aymara spoken in the Andes, view time differently,
even opposite to this linear model. This distinct perspective influences behavioral
tendencies, particularly in future planning. Examples across languages illustrate
varied interpretations of concepts like space, time, and emotion, shedding light on
how linguistic context molds cognitive processes. Another common illustration of
linguistic relativity is color. One research shows that Russian speakers, using the
language that offers various terms for distinctive colors, can match and comprehend
colors not only faster, but also more accurate compared to English speakers.

One interesting consequence of linguistic relativity is the influence of language
on how people perceive information. Every language follows its own specific rules
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regarding meaning, structure, and word creation. As a result, a single idea can carry
different levels of information and importance based on the language used to express
it. This concept may appear puzzling initially. Picture individuals discussing the same
concept in different languages, only to realize that one interprets it differently from
the other because of linguistic factors.

To illustrate this point, consider the work of Lera Boroditsky, a prominent
scholar in cognition and language and a key figure in the theory of linguistic
relativity. In her research, Boroditsky delves into the distinct characteristics of
various languages by examining a single event: describing one's aunt's 53rd birthday
party. [Boroditsky, 2011]

In the Main language spoken in Papua New Guinea, the choice of verb alone can
signify the timing of an event, whether it transpired in the distant past, yesterday, or
mere moments ago. Conversely, in Indonesian, verbs offer no temporal indications,
leaving the listener uncertain about the event's timing.

When discussing the same event in languages such as Russian, Hebrew, Tamil,
or Polish, the chosen verb can reveal the speaker's gender. In Mandarin, the noun
used to refer to one's aunt can unveil intricate family relationships, indicating whether
she belongs to the paternal or maternal side or if she is related by blood.

On the contrary, Pirahd, an Amazonian language, lacks precise numerical
vocabulary, rendering it impossible to express exact ages or quantities. Instead,
concepts are simplified as either "few" or "many."

The language we employ plays a pivotal role in shaping our understanding and
interpretation of ideas, even when those ideas possess identical underlying meanings.
This highlights the profound impact of language, not just as a reflection, but also as a
sculptor of our cognitive faculties. From infancy to old age, our native languages act
as lenses through which we perceive and comprehend the world, subtly molding our
cognitive processes in multifaceted ways.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our comprehension and our language of the world are closely
connected. It is obvious from both ancient and modern study that language influences
our understanding of actuality and how we think. Language serves equally for a
reflection and a shape for mental capabilities, affecting the way see the world, share
our feelings, and process information. Various languages represent the diversity of
mental processes by providing various perspectives on ideas like space, time, and
relationships. Our native languages act as filters through which we receive life's
experiences, shaping our opinions of the external world. The profound impact of
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language on human being perception and comprehension is thus emphasized by the
fact that the learn of language both of them mirrors and forms our mindset.

References:

1. Barrett TA, Dovchin S, eds. Critical Inquiries in the Sociolinguistics of
Globalization. Multilingual Matters; 2019. Accessed May 13, 2024.

2. https://www.edge.org/conversation/lera_boroditsky-how-does-our-language-
shape-the-way-we-think

3. Ghimenton A, Nardy A, Chevrot J-P, eds. Sociolinguistic Variation and
Language Acquisition across the Lifespan. John Benjamins Publishing
Company; 2021. Accessed May 13, 2024.

4. Chambers, J. K. (2009). Sociolinguistic theory: linguistic variation and its social
significance (Rev. ed). Blackwell.

5. Sapir, Edward; Swadesh, Morris (1946). American Indian Grammatical
Categories. pp. 100-107.

6. Whorf, Benjamin Lee. Language, Thought, and Reality: Selected Writings of
Benjamin Lee Whorf. Edited by John B. Carroll et al., The MIT Press, 2012.

110



https://www.edge.org/conversation/lera_boroditsky-how-does-our-language-shape-the-way-we-think
https://www.edge.org/conversation/lera_boroditsky-how-does-our-language-shape-the-way-we-think

